
In Calabria Mediterranean Hope (MH) – Refu-
gee and Migrant Program of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI) is expan-
ding its community projects in the various 
municipalities in the Plain of Gioia Tauro and 
Rosarno. In recent decades, this area has seen 
the growth of diverse contradictions and 
problems, aggravated by the Covid 19 crisis. In 
one of the most impoverished areas in Italy, 
where organised crime holds sway, develop-
ment of citrus fruit production has attracted 
thousands of migrant casual labourers who 
are living in a situation of extreme vulnerabili-
ty, from the point of view of both their employ-
ment conditions and their accommodation. 
Low wages, undeclared work, road accidents, 
di�culty in accessing procedures to enable 
regularisation and integration in the network 
of services are the primary problems to be 
tackled. 
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Major initiatives undertaken by MH Calabria 
include the following:

Safeguarding health – Distribution of masks, 
hand sanitizer, preventative measures and 
those to safeguard public health in collabora-
tion with local institutions and associations 
(such as Doctors for Human Rights - MEDU)

Light on Rosarno – Distribution of high visibi-
lity vests and lights for bicycles to prevent 
road accidents in which casual labourers, 
using dark and dangerous roads, are often 
victims.

Out of the Darkness – Distribution to casual 
labourers of wind-proof jackets with high-vi-
sibility reflective strips sewn in, in collabora-
tion with the Jungi Mundo and SOS Rosarno 
cooperatives.

Social Hostel – Launch of “ethical accom-
modation” to house casual labourers 
during the citrus fruit season and, during 
the summer, support environmental volun-
teering and ethical tourism. 

Etika – Development of an ethical trade 
network for citrus products which 
respects employment and environmental 
rights, and corporate social responsibility.

Mediterranean Hope’s objective has always 
been to link practical solidarity with those in 
di�culty by seeking to take action in respect of 
those things which lead to impoverishment. In 
the area in which we operate, the central focus 
of our activity remains one of defending rights 
for all, without distinction between migrants 
and nationals. Projects which involve local 
associations and are triggered by need are at 
the core of our work.
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